
Surgeries, health care and capacity building 
Mercy Ships increases access to health care throughout the world. Through the deployment of the 
world’s largest, private hospital ship, the Africa Mercy, Mercy Ships helps fill the gaps in health care 
systems, while serving the dire and immediate needs of their population. Mercy Ships improves the 
local health care infrastructure and builds capacity by providing training opportunities for medical 
professionals along with curative surgical interventions. Collaborating with qualified local and 
international partners, Mercy Ships programs offer holistic support to developing nations striving to 
make health care accessible for all.

Maxillofacial Surgeries 
Through corrective and reconstructive maxillofacial surgeries, our surgeons relieve deformities caused 
by physical conditions such as tumours, cleft lip, cleft palate and noma.

Plastic Reconstructive Surgeries 
Birth defects, burns and illness often cause deformities we correct through surgeries including burn-scar 
contractures, benign tumors, chronic ulcers, combined fingers and many others.

General Surgeries 
Our surgeons reduce the effects of neglected trauma, disease and congenital conditions by providing 
general surgeries for conditions such as hernias and goiters.

Obstetric fistula (childbirth Injuries) VVF & Womens Health 
Support and medical care for women who have suffered childbirth injuries. We provide extremely 
specialised surgery, continuing the recovery process through education and social activities.

Ophthalmic 
Our ophthalmic surgeons perform free cataract operations restoring sight to the blind. Additionally, 
doctors correct pterygium, strabismus and eyelid deformities and replace painful or disfiguring blind 
eyes with prostheses. As well, Mercy Ships trains local surgeons and health care professionals, building 
the capacity of the national eye care system.

Orthopaedic 
Mercy Ships trains local surgeons in Ponseti casting, the “universal standard” in non-invasive clubfoot 
correction and provides free surgical intervention for musculoskeletal conditions, neglected orthopaedic 
trauma and joint diseases. To help maintain correction, Mercy Ships provides physical therapy onboard 
and also trains local partners how to manufacture braces.

Dental  
We treat painful and visually displeasing as well as potentially lethal dental conditions, which can 
dramatically restore the self esteem of our patients if not save their lives. We believe in empowering 
individuals to avoid the onset of dental disease through education. 

Palliative Care 
The impact on the families of terminally ill patients can be overwhelming. Our palliative care provides 
emotional support and training for patients, family members and caregivers. We help each person to 
cope with the imminent pain and passing of a loved one and most importantly equipping them to provide 
the patient with the most dignified and comfortable experience possible.

Mental Health 
Mercy Ships works to address issues of mental illness, epilepsy and trauma by providing basic 
counseling skills to health providers and church leaders.

Agriculture 
Mercy Ships works with local NGOs and governments to increase capacity by effectively contributing 
to improved nutrition and farming incomes in developing nations. Mercy Ships agricultural specialists 
work with local organizations to teach holistic agriculture concepts and organic farming methods.  They 
mentor new trainers, as they implement and replicate training sessions back into their local agricultural 
organizations and communities.

Infrastructire Development Projects 
Mercy Ships works with local partners to renovate existing facilities and to build new 
centers  to help improve the local health care infrastructure.
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Images, case studies and additional information about Mercy Ships can be found online at www.mercyships.org


